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Afﬀer the names of the Clergie were 
called, the Viſitor ſpake in. this 
| MiSts COALNTLL OH LCOU IDC 121 5t] 


MANACT-;.. Ji. 404547 31.10 T1201] 
-» N Dnow(my brethren of the Clergy, 

and; all you. Gentlemen of, the Laity) 
dS 1.intreat your artentiof-while I ſhall x 
: expreſſe, my delf in, fome- things-thar . 
\'GSEFzSS concern my Paſtorall charge. Some 
things 1 have to fay that concernthe Clergiconcly, 
Some; things: that concern; the. Eburch-wardens, 
And ſomewhat that dorh concern bath the Clergie 
andthe Laity. $13 016047 1193 140! 43,2 | da Yoee. Sf 
Asfor you of the Clergie, There'is generally/a 
great fault in you. in-the: negleR, of: Catechizing:: 
You know that:you are boknd toy by, the- Canons 
ofthe Church, bound'/by an ain my -fixft Viltati- 


on, and though ye regard neither of rhele; as know 
many of you do-not , yet confider-I beſeech: you o 
that ye are bound to it in conſcience; for: Cates £5 


chizing is the caſieſt and moſt profitable wayof/in-  - +  - +} 
ſtruſtion. The Apoſtle callsit the doArine of: ht; By wewathu. 7 
ginnings of Chriff, which muſt be layed befate aman © 
can be led forward unto perfeRion,. It is milk fox 2F 
babes, whereas-preaching.is' meat 'for ten that are 4 
of age, who havethcir wits exerciſed to'diſtern both ._ 
40d and «vil, But you cannot -abide to.give milk; #5514 
_ andareall for ſtrongmeat, albeit there aremany of RT. 
-;. you who are notwell-able to chew. 1t«::This 8 :tho _ , . api 
6 > 4ryc-cauſc ofthe; no race airs people ay" - 3 3%; 
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ERS » & 5 A 
aothaving been inſtrulted inthe grounds of Religi- 
on, are a6t able to underſtand any part ofa Serman. 
It is one of the great ſtratagems of our adverſary the 
devill, that wben he cagnor draw men wholly trom 
the ſervice of God, he makes them to ſingle out ſome 
part of it and to magnifie that with ancgleQ of all 
other parts; as namely Preaching amonglt you, 
which is grown to that cſtcem that it hath ſhuffled 
out ef the Charch,both che publique prayers which 
is the immediate worſhip of God, and this duty of 
Catcchizing : and'is now accounted the ſole and 
onely ſervice of God, the very Conſunmatum ejt of 
all Chriſtianity, as if all Religion conſiſted inthe 
hearing of a Sermon. Unto whom I may: fay inthe 
words of the Apoſtle, what © 1s all hearings 1s the 
whole body am eare ? Or tell you in the words of amoſt 
Reverend prelate, That if you be the theep of Chriſt, 
you have no mark of his ſheep, but the care-mark. 
And therefore to conclude this point, If you will 
wilt not hereafter make conſcience of this duty of 
Catechizing; Thenthe conſcience of my duty will 
inforce me to proceed againſt you according to the 
Canons of the Church. '_ . ; 
As forthe Church-wardens I havea double com- 
plaint againſt them; One, That whereas by their 
place they are to look unto the fabrick of the 
Church, the greateſt part of your Temples are kept 
no better then Hog-ſtyes. 4 know that it'is one of 
the myſteries of —_— in their Religion, that God 
is moſt purely ſerved, when he is worthi ped ſlo- 
venly, ina poor and homely cottage: 2nd that any 
colt ts too much to be beſtowed upon Gods ſervice, 
They are much like unto the officers of Julian the 
Apoſtate 


; - "_—_— 

Apdſtate, wiio whenthey:ſaw theſtatcly veſſels.of 
the Temple, -cryed out , | Exqunelibmwusſiminiftiratur 
Mariz fil 2 whar ſtately plate is this. for. the Car- 

enters ſonne-? . But my ſecond complaint is yet 
greater; They are bound-by:their Oath'go preſent 
all known 4ifordets withingkeir Pariſh! eſpecially 
them wha'do not repair unto the Church to hear 
Divine ſervice, and to receive the Sacrament accor- 
ding'to the, orders of this Church; Yetthey preſent 
nohe/ at all; And vindeed” the ; Church-wardens, 
eſpecially inthe 419 and Clanebojet,arc of all others 
the moſt diforderly'men ,-the yery.ring-leaders of 
the ſeparation , and it .1s/for that icaute they; are 
choſen,thirothers: may not bepteſented.' So: that 
i ſcetns unto me that too'tnany of:thermin Scotland 
have entred in a4nntuall/ bond: to .defend one -an- 
other by Arms: - Sotheir. fellows inthis Dioceſle 
havcentred inamutuallbond to defend one another 
by cher Oathes./ Bury here rellthemplainly, that 
I willproceed againſt them, Firſt;forthenegletof 
the repair of their Churches,” Next, tor theirnon- 
conformity, Thirdly, for not preſentingnotorious 
offekders,- And laſtly;:for rheir perjury. And if 
theythink my authority'roo weak-ro overtake them 
inregard of the great 'Patronage and countenance 
they have; 1 will deliver them over unto-a Court 

that is able tod<al withithem. 1 1. 2 

 My1aſt complaint will hold me longer. It ſtrikes 

both asaibſt the Clergy and the Laity, for-rheir ge- 
nerall non-conformity,, and diſobedience untothe 

Orders of this Church. You of the Clergy haveall 

Sworn, ſubſcribed'and-promiſed abſolute. confor- 

mity; And/yet when you'come amongſt your people, 

A 3 you 
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forts yeeld unto all their demands , and among 


you liſt : But deceive not your ſelves; for howloever 


many-here,but the Kings Laws and authority is well 


tearof God, and of true loyaltic unto the King, the 


4 

youſlide back, and for a colour of obedience, read 
{ome part of the Service, itmay be the Leſſons, and 
a few Collects, asif it were left unto your powertg 
mince the Service of God,cutting and.carving upon 
it asyoupleaſe, .I muſt tcl}-you that thoſe whowill 
not be tyed,, neitherhy oaths, Subſcriptions, nor 
proimifes ; There is nothing will tye them, but a c0- 
Ercive power. 1 ct b onivl 
1 But; they of the Laity ata yet worſe, they will 
heat no prayer atall.: While'divitic Service 15 tear 
ding, they walke in-the Church-yardz ang'w 
prayer is.cnded,they come ruſhing into the Church, 
4s:it were into a Play-houle, to hear a Sermon,, But 
ereivbe long, I hope a courſe. ſha!l be taken , |thax 
they who will hearno prayers,ſhall hear no Sexmons 

1know that the thing which doth encourage you 
it this your diſobedience, is the preſent Inſurreaion 
in Scotlznd., : Yau think: (.and ſome of you do, not 
Kick for to ſpeakit!) thatthey-will inforce the uy 

E 


the reſt procure unto you a liberty to live here as 


in Scot/and ſome thinke themſelves ſtrong enoughtg 
refiſttheir Prince, yet (Ithanke God) youare not {0 


able toovertake you, And beaſſured that thcir inſo- 
lent oppoſition againſt our moſt Pious Prince , will 
amake!i you. that:are of 'their Facion' to be more nar- 
rowly look*d unto here , then otherwiſe you would 
have been: for now,that our neighbours houſe is on 
fire,it is hightime to look to our own. And ſurely, 
methinks, that if there-were in you; a ſparke of the 


rebel- 


| __ _—_ | 
rebellious proceeding$gof theſe men- would put you 
out of love with theit Reli6jon.” For I-perſwade my: 
ſelf, rhat when you were firſt leavned with their do- 
rine, you did little thinkthat their aim was Rebel- 


lion; Burdid conceive (as ſometimes T my ſelf did) .,:, 


that they did all put of 'tdnfcience, and weremen 
free from violence,orthe leaſtrhought of difloyaley; 
But now behold theirproceedings , and judge them 
by their fruits. 1] 7211 2qm380: 
.. You may perceive how that Se fince the firſt be 
ginning of it ( whichis not much above Fourſcore 
yecrs,irthe RaignofQ- Mary of ws <2" 95- pro 
ceeded from evill to worle, by Six degrees. Ar firſt 
they did only-manifeſt a diſlike of Epiſcopall go+ 
verninent; and ſome Ceremonies uſed in the'Church 
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o6 England, ——_ better of the government of - 


Geneva, which was deviſed by Mafler Cater, and 
that; cunningly cnough for the ſtate of that Repub- 
lick,” whichbeing popular; could not brook any 0- 
ther government of the Church ; but that which 1s 
poputlat alſo. And yetI muſt tell you that Maſter 
Catvinwanted nothing ofa Biſhop,but only the title, 
For the Church of Geneva is not a Parochiall , but 
Dioceſan Church conſifting; of ; divers: pariſhes 


which make up one great Presbytrie,- andihe all the 


dayes of his life was moderator thereof ; without 
whoſe conſent, no At neither of Ordination nor Ju- 
riſdi&ion:was done... And ſo likewiſe M'. Bezs tor 


ten yeers after the others death, held the ſame place 
of government, untill Pane ſer him beſide the 


cuſhion, and procured the Preſidency to go by 
turns. In the next place from diſlikethey proceeded 


to.contempt of Epiſcopall I this Gf 
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| (6) 
e will beleeve $1. C748 )..bath beenthevery be. 
Suonibg.of allhereligsand Sehilines';i-424t4s{ khere- 
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prepoſrnm fuer ve twmre contain, | Aud againe, 


Ad Proixe /nds Schiſmata &: herefis or3e #96 mifi Wwe: Egi [cope 


qui unneeff cr Ecilefie preefi;fupertaquarnidan preſimp- 
tiene conteisnieat © of homodigiotione Dioborararia,eh 
indignis hominibue j»dicorur. In the thicd place from 
corrempt they did proceed unto open dilobedience 
unco all the Orders of the Church; And(likethoſe of 
whom Naziars:» ſpeakes') would be pleaſed with 
nothing but what did proceed from their: own devi- 
fing, eſtceming him the holicfſtman, who could find 
moſt faults. From difobedicnce: they did proceed 
unto Schifme and open ({eparation,accounting them» 
ſelves.only to be the-brethren and Congregation of 
Chriſt and all orhers who are not of their fation to 
be the children of rhis world. From Schiſme they 


. proceeded to hereſic; Faritis moſt true which/S;. Ze- 


ronedid obſerve, that Omae Sthiſmra gignit pbi hare-. 
fn, Every Schitme doth devite unto it ſelf a herefie, 
{ome falfe doarine or other to: maintain their ſepa- 
ration: And theſe men havedeviſed nota few, : and 
tomethathave been condemned by ancient Coun 
cels and Fathers, asnamely., Epiphanixs reckons'a- 
mong the condemned herefies of cAerim , thathe 
maintained there was no differece between a —_—_; 

It, 


and a Presbyter, and that all ſet Faſts areunlawfu 
Jewiſh and Superſtitious.” And is not this the. do- 
arine of-theſe men 2 Bur, laſtly their diſobedience 
Schiſme and herefic have now drawne them into 9- 
pen Rebellion, and I wonder whither will they go 
next © For Lam .detcivedif they have nor yerta fur- 
| ther 


| (7) 
ther journey to go , and that they cannot ſubſiſt un- 
till they arrive at pure Anabaptilme; From which 
they now differ bur alittle. And ſurely if any of 
you will read the Hiſtory of the Anabapeſts, 
you will finde that their proceedings were a great 
deal more moderate, and Chriſtianlike, then theſe 
mens are. This is the juſt judgement of God, that 
they who run out ofthe Communion of the Church, 
ſhould likewiſe run our of their own wits. 
I befſcech you therefore to conlider their 
wayes, and how that if youdo not break off compa- 
ny, they will ſhortly lead you into Rebellion. For 
mine own part I profeſle that the firſt thing that 
made me out of love with that Religion ( beſides 
their grofle hypocrite ) was their injurious dealing 
with Kings, who are Gods Vice-gerents here upon 
Earth, which I obſerved both by their do@rine and 
by their praRice, andI will now give you a briefe 
taſte of both. As for their DoQrine, you know they 
rake from the King all authority in cauſes Eccleſtaſtt- 
call,and will not allow him todo theſe things which 
the good Kings of Judah, and the godly Emperours 
of the Primitive Church did. Yea, they will notal- 
low them to preſent or nominate a, Miniſter to a Be- 
nefice, nor to givea Vote ina Generall Aſſembly, 
except (forſooth) the King be a Lay-elder; nor yet 
to make any Lawc's concerning matters of ofitward 
Order and Politie to be obſerved in the Church : 
Nay, They have gone further, allowing Subjects to 
reſiſt their Prince by force of Armes,and in ſome ca- 
ſes to depoſe him, yea and to take away his life it be 
bea Tyrant, and ough he be the godlieſt Prince 


inthe world, he muſt be eſteemeda Tyrant, it it 
B plcaſc 
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of. his treacherous SubjeRs, intendig thereby to 


leaſe the Presbytery to-declare-him for to be ſuch, 
$o that Kings ſhould be in 2 farre worſe caſe under 
the Presbytery,then ever they wete under the Pope; 
For its ſtead of one Pope, they muſtbe lubjeR ung 
a thouſand. | ——.” 
This is their doctrine. Now I will ſhew'you their 
Practice, And firſt how they dealt with that'bleſſed 
King Famer, while he was in Seothand- They did 
perlecute him it his morhers womb ; itd when he 
came unto ripe yeers, they fuffer'd him nor to enjoy 
one quiet day , by their Sedirious practices : Of a 
great many I will cull out a few of their atremprs.vw\* 
are moſt notorious; Firſt, when as the K mig-leaders 
of that Fa&tion had concluded the ſtate of Biſhops to 
be unlawfull, they {ent rheir Comniſſioners unto'rhe 
King,commanding t:itn'and his Coancell under pain 
of Excommunication, to put them downe. Againe, 
A French Ambaſſadour being in Scotland, when he 
was to go away , the Kingcomtmanded the Ciry of 
Edenburrough according ro the ancrentcuſtorne;, to 
entertaine him with a banquet. This charge was gi- 
ven on the Saturday, and the banquet ro be ont 
Munday , and upon _—_ morning ſome of the 
faious miniſters hearing of it, tocroffe his Maje- 
ſties deſignes , proclaimed a publick Faſt to be kept 
on that day,and becaufethat the Nobility,the Kings 
Servants, the Provoſt and'chiefe Citizens of Bden- 
burrough,did by the Kings direQion attend the At 
baſſadour,they Srobebiled againſt them- almoſt-unto 
the ſentence of Exc6munication. Afterwards'when 
his Majeſty was taken priſoner at Reuthen,-by ſome 


ce 


(9) 
force his Majeſty to their owne ends : His Majeſty 
being happily delivered, did with the conſent of his 
three Eſtates in Parliament,declare that to be a trea- 
{onable fac:Bur the {editious miniſters being aflem- 
bled .in Synod, and taking themſclves to be the Sy- 
preame Judicatory, did pronounce that Treaſon: ble 
ta to be moſt juſt and lawtull , threatning with all 
the ſentence of Excommunication againſt all who 
did not [{ub{cribe unto their judgement therein. 
They. did uſually jnyeigh againſt the King in their 
Sermons, and rayleat himio his face, for to bring 
himin hatred with his owne Subjects; And when 
ſome .of:them were. canvented before the Councell- 
boord tgr fo.floing, they declined his Majeſties au- 
thority , ;al}cadging that he yas no Judge over them 
in/Church-matters; They uſed ordinarily to pro- 
claimeFaſts without the Kipgs privity , eſpecially 
when {ome;taRtioners were about to;attempt ſome 
grcat caterprize againſt, the King : And then the Mi- 
niſters were taught all:to ſing one ſong , crying out 
uponthe abuſes of rhe Court and State, whereby 
they ſer:the-people. a madding. . AN this youmay 
read moreat large inthe Kings declatation printed 
Anno 1585. 1 will now adde ſome other of their 
practiſes that come within the compaſle of my own 
remembrance., Wheathe Earle of Bothwell was in 
the a@tof: Rebellionagainſt the King,znd had divers 


tirnes.atremptod40 take away his Majeſties lifechere | 
Were pargngraoel Scotland, for, the relief 
of. Geneva, then txaitly, clheg5d by the Duke, of 
Savoy. -Thbe»Migiſters who were Fn glletors, 


gave:acgreat part,of itto, maintain the EALic 1A1N 
rebellion. agunſt che King Aktermards, when the 
S_. > of Gamries 
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(10) 
Garries conſpired againit his Ma jeſty, and he mira. 
culouſly reſcued by the valour of his Servants; his 
Majcſty delired that there might bea publick thank(- 
giving 111 ll Churches within the Realme tor his 
deliverance ; But divers of the miniſters , the ring- 
leaders of that faction did refuſe, and did plainly in- 
finuate that they did neither beleeve the King , nor 
his Nobles. nor his Servants who were witneſſes; 
that ever there was ſuch a conſpiracy ; But thar ir 
was a plot of the King to murder the Gawries. I ſhall 
not need to tell youof the 17 day of December : 
There i- none of you who hath not heard in what 
feare and danger of life the King was then, by an 
inſurre&tion which was raiſed by the feditious Ser- 
mons of ſome of theſe fiery preachers. One thing I 
cannot omit , how thatthey called a Nationall Aſ- 
ſembly to be held in Aberdeen , the King ſuſpe@ing 
the event(as he had good cauſe)and having long be- 
fore by At of Parliament all Authority in cauſes 
Ecclefiafticall , and particularly for calling of Af- 
ſemblies, declared to belong to his Royall Perſon; 
He ſent to inhibit them by open Proclamation , but 
they would not deſiſt: whereupon being queſtioned, 
they declined the Kings authority , contrary to the 
Lawes of that Ki-gdome; for which they were in- 
diced, found Sruſry,and condemned of Treaſon. Yet 
that mercifull Prince did neither take life nor goods 
from them; But only baniſhed fix of them : And 
when ſome of theſe could not live abroad, upon the 
acknowledgment of their offence, he not only gave 
them leave for toreturne,, butalſo provided liviags 
forthem; And yet one of theſe who holds both his 


a prin- 


(11) 
a principall Firebrand in th Rebelli n, And thus 
they uſed King Jawes , which occalioned him in 
that golden Treatiſe intituled BaziaiK6n anvox 
to proteſt that he had found more truth and honeſty 
inthe barbarous high-land-men,and bloody borde- 
rers, then ever he did in the men of that Facion, 

Thus have I given you a brief taſte both of their 
Doctrine and Practice, concerning the oppoſing of 
Princes. But here leſt this ſhould be thought a Na- 
tionall finne, and fo Jeruſalem upbraid her ſiſter Sa- 
maria; I will ſhew unto you, that they of this fa- 

. Qionin England had becnas deep inthis condemna- 
tion,but that(God be praiſed) they had not ſo much 
power. And belides that, ſome there have ſuffered 
death for their ſeditious praiſes againſt authority, 
in ſeeking to bring intheir new Diſcipline,as Yacter, 
Copprnger,and others: You may judge of the inten- 
tions and defires ofthe reſt, by their writings. ' One 
of them who wrote a Book, intituled, 4 Dralogue of 
rhice Devils ( which was a moſt fit Title for theſe 
mens Books, for if ever there were white Devils, or 
Devils: transformed into Angels of light, it is 1n 
their perfons, who under the pretence of Sandity, 
labourto bring in all manner of diſorder into the 
Church, and confufion into the Commonwealth) 

That Author fayes cxpreſly, that f Princes do hinder 

the bringing in f their Diſcipline, they are Tyrants , and 

being Tyrants they may be depeſed by their SubjetFs. An- 
other, who calls himſelf Stephanus Junimr, ſaith, Milcs&c. 
It us lanfull for the people by force of Arms to #46 the 
Prince,' if he hinder the building of the Church, Athitd 
railes at Queen Eliſabeth, for cxercifing that lawtull 


Authotity in cauſes Eccleſiaſtical which was united 
| B 3 ugto 


(12) 
anto her Crown ; reſembling her unto all the wic- 
ked Kings , and others who took upon them unlay. 
fully to imcrude themſelves into the Prieſts office ; 
25 unto Sa»! for his offering of ſacrifice; unto Ozias 
for his burning of incenſe; Yea, and to Nadab and 
Abibs for their offering of ſtrange fire. It is well 
known how that art in his firft Book threatned 
fiſts. And the Authour of the ſecond Admonition, 
ſayes plainly, that here is mary a thouſand that deſire 
the ſame that he aoth , and that great troulles will come of 
it if it be net proviacd for, Another of that crew, 


. direQing his ſpecch unto the Biſhops, ſaith, thar 
ela The Presbytery mujt prevail: And if it come to pee by 
lam 


i12the ÞP 


face, 


it that means that will make your hearts toake , then 


yoar ſelves. 1 could preſent unto you a great deal 
more of ſuch ſtufte: but I will onely alledge one 
paſſage of Maſter Cartwright, whom torhis learning 
{ honourfar aboveall that ever were of that faction, 
he ſaith that the Church is [not in the-\Common 
wealth, but the Common wealth in the Church,and 
therefore, asa wiſe man will not frame his houſe to 
his hangings,! but bis hatigings to his houſe : So the 
Church4s nottobehtted unto the Commangvealth, 
but the'Common wealth unto the-Church. Where- 
uponitwiltevidently fallow, thatas in his-opinion 
there ought to be aparity/in the Church, ſolikewiſe 
a parity in the Common wealth : ſo that it-ismore 


then manifeſt that the thing which they aime at, is 
to haveno King at.aall. And therefore it is remark- 


able, how that the. Traitour Calderwood in his: bla- 
{phemous Book, called Alrare Damaſcerum, doth nat 


onely: raili againſt King Famer , charging him with 
Jury & perſecution, but. alſo.-dothinyeigh agaialt 
v | | all 


' 
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(13) 
all Kitgs whatſoever, ſaying, Natura infitum eff 
gnibur rectbw in Chriſium 0dium, It ſeemes this 
mad deg aid not remember Gods promiſe made un- 
ro his Church , Thar Kings ſhould be her Nuting- 
fathers, and Queens her Nurſtng-mothers : And 
God who is never worſe then his word, hath made 
his promiſc good ; for never were there ſo great [n- 
ſtruments for the propagation otthe Golpel, the in- 
largement of Chriſts kingdom, and the procuring 
of the peace of the Church, as Chriſtian Kings 
have been; andamongſt them all,- never any more 
then our moſt gracious King that-now is, and his 
moſt renowned Father , whom thoſe men did ſe 
much oppole and traduce. 

But whatdo I nced to remember matters of old : 
forthe Children are worſe then the fathers, and their 
preſent practiſe now in Scorland, doth ſurpaſle all the 
n.quitics of their Fathers, and will make them to bee 
forgotten. Now Brſhopsand contormable Miniſters, 
whoſc perſons lad wont to be «ſteemed ſacred, are 
ſtoned, beaten, vw ounded, and dr:g'd outof their Pul. 
pits : a thing which was never uled by the Heathens 
again(t their Þ rieſts, of what Jewd condition, or quali. 
ty vhaticever. And yet tho'e are they who {weare 
to be good ex2mples to cthers cf all godlyneſſe, fo- 
bernetle, and ofevery dutythey owe to God and man. 
Now what God!yneſſe, Soberneſle, or rightcouſneſle 
hath beea in ſuch proceedings, the like wherof hath 
not been heard amongſt the heathen; Let all the world 
judge. Before they had wont 40 allaultus onely, with 


their tongues which are ſharper then arrowes,and with 

their-pens which zre-as light as Gec{e-quils ; But now 

they ajecome(as Tertullianſayes) A ftiload ey $i 
rom- 
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from words to blowes. That we may ſay with Bernard 
Leones evaſimus ſed incidimw in Dracones. We elcapd 
the mouthes of Lyons, bur have fallen into a den of 
Dragons ; for theſe ſure are Ceraſtes, Hery flying 
Dragons. But would to Godthcir madneſle had ſtay- 
ed here: They have not onely done wrong unto Gods 
Prophets; but alſo touched his annointed, entring 11- 
toa muruall league and covenant again't him, arming 
his Subje&s, taking Oathes of them ro muntain their 
cauſe, blocking up his Caſtles,refuſtng all his Majeſties 
moſt gracious offers for peace, and indeed proclaiming 
a plain defiance unto him. Good GoJ ! Can they be 
Chriſtians that do tieſe things 2 Or have they any 
warrant for this out of Gods word which commands 
usto be ſubjeR to Superiour powers, and that for con. 
ſcience ſake, eventhen when all Kings were enemies 
unto Chriſtian Religion £ Or have they any example 
for thoſe proceedings our of Pious antiquity © The 
Chriſtians in the Primitive Church when A were 
led as ſteep to the ſlaughter all the day long,and ſuffer- 
edthe moſt exquiſite torments that could be deviſed z 
Yet would never take Armes forto rcſiſt the Prince z 
but pur on thisreſoſution, 47-4 noſtra preces & Lachry« 
ma. Yea, when theſe perſecuting Emperors, had oc- 
caſion of warre againſt the barbarous nations, the Chri- 
ſtians were the Emperours beſt and moſt faithfull Soul- 
diers, {0 tertible unco their enemies that they were cal. 
ledthethundering Legions. And S. Auſtin doth high- 
ly commend them for their faithfull ſervice, unto the 
heathen Emperours, who did moſt cruelly ſpill their 
blood, onely for their profcflion of Chriſt. And I& 
no man lay, it was for want of power, that they did 
not defend themſelves by armes; for it is well wo 

that 
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that if they had thought it lawfull to reſiſt the Empe. 
rour by Armes ; they were of that number, power, 
and reſolution, that they had been able to have thaken 
the foundations of the Empire. But now it ſcemes thar 
theſe men of whom I ſpeak, have learned another Di: 
vinity,and think that they are bound to ſtand to the de. 
fence of their dread Soveraigne, the Kings Majcſty,his 
rſon and authority, in the defence and preſervation 
ofthe true religion (as they have expreſli d in their late 
Printed confection of faith, wherunto they have ſworn) 
ſo that they do plainly ingnyuate, that they are no fur- 
ther bound todefend, the Kings perſon and authority, 
then he doth ſtand inthe defence of the true Religion; 
Andthart one'y muſt be accounted the true Religion, 
which they themſelves do beſt like of: It the King will 
not maintain that, then tor. all this laſt Oath, they 
are freed from their Allcigance, wherein they have 
more then juſtificd the Icfuites im all their rebellions 
praQ:ſcs.and the Icfuites can well tell how to take ad- 
vantage thereof: for it is not long fincea leſuicewrore 
a Book, in the defence of the Loyalty of their Order, 
alledging that Proteſtants had allowed the rebellion of 
Subjeds againſt Princes, as much asany of their Order 
had done, and gives inſtance in Buchauer, Knox, and 
Goodman. But Andreas Rivetus a Profeſior of Leiden, 
anſwering the Teſuite,doth profeſſe,that all Proteſtants 
do condemne that doarine, and aſcribes the raſhneſle 
of Buchanax and Knox, Preferbido Scotorum ingeno & 
ad audendum prompte And now it teares me , that cre 
itbc long another Ieſuite ſhall publiſh a Book to prove 
that the preſent inſurreQion in Scorland,is a greaterre- 
bellion, then was the Papiſts Gun- powder-plot :1nre- 


eard thatthe Gun-powder-Treaſon was but the atof 
C a few 
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2 few diſcontented Gentlemen, and the thouſand Pa- 
piſt in Enzlend not guilty of it ; but in the preſent Re- 
bellion of the Puritanes, they have ingaged a-great. 
part ofthat Kingdome, and many who indeed know. 
fot what the matter meanes, and fo that this may 
be called the common finne of that Sect, whercas the: 
other canno: be charged upon the Religion of the 
Papilts. 'Y F 
But you will ſay, itis Religion that moyerh them : 
Whar 2 did ever the true Religion allow of rebellion? 
Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum'? I know they: 
retend the defence of the nationall confeſſion of their 
Church, and the Oath received by their forefathers in; 
the Yeere 1581, by the Kings example and comman- 
dement. Butifit beſo I will ſubſcribe their Covenant 
alſo, which is the greateſt curſe I can lay upon my 
mortall enemy. Therfore to take away thar vaine pre- 
tence, wherewith they blind you and many other ſim. 
ple people;I will here make it evidently appeare, Firſt, 
that that negative Confeſſion wherunto they did ſwear 
inthe yeere $1, isnotthe nationall Confeſſion of the 
Church of Scotland,and Secondly,that the Oath which 
they have now adminiſtred isnot the ſame, which the 
King, his Family, States, and Subjects, did ſweare at 
thattime ; But Subſtantially different from it in many 
points. © . 
And firſt, that Negative Confeſſion is not the nati- 
onall Conteſſion of the Church of Scotland : But the 
bationall Confeſſion is that, which twenty yceres be- 
tore, being penned by M*, X7ex, and his fellow-mini- 
ſters,and contayning the poſitive grounds of Divinity. 
wasapproved by the Parliament held in the yeere 
1560; and afterwards was ratified by a Parliament in 


the 
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the yeere 1567, and regiſtred in the body of that AR 
of Parliament, and ſo confirmed by a number of Par- 
liaments ſince that time. The ſame is likewiſe recoi- 
ved into the body of the Confeiions of all the refor- 
med Churches, and acknowledged for the Confeflion 
ofthe Church of Scot/and. But as for. that Negative 
Confeſſion, conſiſting inthe abjuring of Popiſh errors, 
and penned by M*. Craze, for the detecting of ſonre 
diſguiſed Papiſts, who by Equivocation, or out of 
hope of Papal di{penſation, did for feare ofthe Laws, 
ſubſcribe unto the former confeſſion ; That negative 
confeifion (I ſay) was never confirmed by any Par- 
liament. What Confirmation it had, was onely from 
the Kings mandate,: whom they procured not only 
himſelfe to fweare and ſubſcribe;but alſo to command 
all his Subjects to do ſo, But here I pray you to con(1i- 
der firſt, Whatage the King was of then: not full Fif- 
teen yeeres, by foure moneths. And how cafie a 
matter was it toabuſe his tender youth 2 Let usther- 
fore appeale from K. Tames 4 minor, unto himſelfe 
when he was of riper yeeres: And we ſhall find that 
he did utterly difallow of that fac, inſomuch, that in 
the Parliament held the yeere:$4. he procured the 
firſt confeflion to be confirmed ; but without any 
mention of the latter, and ſo in divers Parliaments 
following. And in the Conference at Hampton Court 
he did fully manifeſt his diſlike of that Negative con- 
feſſion, ſaying that M'. Craig with his 7 renounce, and 
1 detefl, did multiply ſo many particulars, tht ſimple 
people were not ableto conceive ; And fo being ama- 
zed did either fall backe into Popery, or remaine (till 
intheir ignorance: And (faith he)1f 1 ſhonld hold my 


ſelfe to that forme; the confeſſionof my faith mult bee 
© = 


ſelves therwnto under yeine of depr vation. SOthat what- 
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in my Tablc-booke and nor in my head. So thatit hath 

no civill confirmation at all . But you will fay thats 
Sinodicall confirmation, by a generall Aſſcmbly held 
ar Edenburgh, another at Gleſgow: wherunto I anſwer, 
that the x of the Synod had onely relation unto the 
Kings mandate : For thus the words runnie. Fere/wach 
&« ſhe Kings Majeſtic hath ſet forth and proclaimed s 
Godly Confefion of faith ———— The preſent ' A ſſem- 
bly doth appoint that all Miniſters ſhall conforme them- 


ſoever ſtrength is in the Synodicall confirmation de. 
pends upon the force and vigor of the Kings mandatez 
while that was in force, the confirmation of the Synod 
was in force zand that being expired, the confirmation 
of the Synod is likewiſe expired : Bur the og: 
dateis expired, becauſe upon mature judgment hee did 
retract and dilatlow it in his life time, and though he 
had nor, yet the ſame being a perfonall a& of the 
Kings without the conſent ofthe States of Parliament, 
15 now certainly expired with his royall breath : For 
Mortu0 mandatore expirat mandatum. So that indeed 
this Confeſſion which they now urge ſo violently up- 
on the Kings SubjeQs, hath no legall confirmation at 
all. Andz$1it hath no confirmatton, So it never had 
the honour to be received into the body of the Con- 
fcſhons of reformed Churches, as was the former 
Confeſſion . neither indeed was it worthy ; for it is 
not a Confeflion of faith at all; but a Confeffionofun- 
beleefe : The author tels us not what he doth belceve, 
but what hedoth not beleeve. And I hope you: will 
all confeſſe, that taith conſiſts in afſenting to. re- 
vealed truths, and notin diſſenting from errors. Bc- 
ides is it not more fit, for a Miniſter to teach bis peo- 
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ple poſitive truths of Chriltian Dodtrine,then to ſpend 
his time in telling them of unknown herelies ? 

And asthat Negative Confeſſion is no: the national! 
confeffion of that Church, ſothe Oath thar is now mi. 
niſtred, is not the ſame with that which was received 
by the Kings Majeſty and his Subjects inthe yeere 8x 
as ispreten..cd : Bur isſ{ubſtancially different from it in 
many reſpects. 

1 In the former Oath or Covenanr, they did fwear 
with the King and by his commandement, and their 
is no dou'\t but it is moſt Iawfull for Subjeds, (if the 
matter of the Oath be true and Lawfull) ro fwear by 
the commandement of the king, to whom primarily 
and Originally ,belongsthe powerto miniſter an Oarh, 
and to others only by Commiſhon and power delega- 
ted from him : But this new Oath, is not only with- 
. out the King, but againſt him, and flar contrary to' his 
commandement z. For fince the time that his Majeſty 
manifeſted his Royall pleaſure, requiring them tore- 
nounce theiy covenant, they have proceeded and {worn 
many thouſands of people. Sorthat I am fure by the 
ELawecs of our Kingdome they arc in a great Premunire. 

2. Inthe firft Oath or Covenant,there 1s no bond of 
mutual! defence. But inthis new Oath there is a bond 
of muruall defence of one anorher, Aging all perſons 

eptcd. 


whatſoever, the King himlelfe nor exc 
3. Although there had becnſuch 2 bond of mutualh 


defence in the former C yenant, yet ought 1t not to. 
be inthis : for Subjects may lawfully make a Covenant 
of mutuall defence by Armes, by the conſent of the 
King who only hath the power of the Sword within 
his d@inions; Bur they who nade this late Cove- 
nant had not the Kings conſent : but did it contrary 5 

_ the 
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the Kings expreſſe will and pleaſure : wherein - 
have violated the lawes ot their own kingdome which 
they were bound to maintaine : for by an a&t of Parlia. 
ment 4,9 1585, all leagues or bonds of mutuall de- 
fence made without the privity and conſentof the Kir 

e expreſly forbidden. And as in this reſpect their 
Covenant is contrary tothe Lawes of their kingdomey 
So1 am ſure itis contrary unto the Law of God; forÞ 
never knew any Divine who coth not maintain that 
unto the undertaking ofa juſt warxe, there 1s required 
not only a good-caule, but alſo lawtull authority. 'A 
juſt cauſe of warre dothnot warrant every man to un« 
dertake warre, though againſt a ſtranger, (much leſle 
againſt the King, againſt whom no cauſe,though never 
ſo juſt, can make a warre undertaken by his Subjeds 
warrantable) But ajuſt cauſe doth only warranr*the- | 
King, or ſupreme Magiſtrate, in whom authority-1s | 
originally and Primarily ; and without whoſe: coms 
milhon the Warres undertaken by privatemen, are'no 
better then robbery and murther. Thar raſh and heady: 
adventure of the [ſraclits againſt the Canaanites; 
Kum. Ccap.14.V-44+ was without authority;for neither 
Moſes nor the Arke went up with them: andtherfore 
Moſes doth call their attempt a preſumption; and they: 
proſpered accordingly, for they. were ſmitten unto 
Hormah, a name anſwerable unto the event, namely 
deſtruttion. 

Laſily, this Oath is not the ſame with the former, 
becauſe it contains not only the old Covenant, or con-" 
teſſion ; but alſo their owne- interpretation of it : Fot 
they do plainly inſinuate,that Epiſcopall government; 

the 5. Articles of Perth, are abjured in thar@Fon- 
fefſion, Now ir is reaſonable, that a few factious ſpi- 
5 rits 


rits who are the Authors of this conſpiracy,ſhould take 
upon them to interpret a Nationall confeflion,.and ob- 
trude theirinterpretation upon the whole Church, far- 
cing all men toſweare unto it © This were too much 
though their interpretation were true, becauſe it wants 
publiqueauthority and approbation. But indeed the 
interpretation is moſt notoriouſly falſe,” and like the 
gloſſeof orleance which -deſtroyes the Fext. Epiſco- 
pall governmentis notabjured in the Negative con- 
teſion,norſo much as mentioned. If any man ſhall ſay, 
That Epiſcopacy is included nnder the Popes wicked 
Hierarchy, which there is denied; he will prove himſelf 
ridiculous : foritis well known unto all that ever look- 
ed into the Eccleſaaſticall hiſtory, that the Church was 
governed. by Biſhops , 600 ycers before the Popes 
wicked Hierarchy began. And as that government 
was not abjured, fo neither is it any innovation at all: 
for it is evident that in the yeere 81. they had Biſhops, 
andit is yet to be ſcen regiſtrate in the Books ot Toun= 
cell, and ſubſcribed by rhe Commiſſioners for the 
time, how that bur a little time before the publiſhing 
of that Confeſſion , the generall Aſſembly did agree 
wich his Majeſtics Regents in his minority, that the K'nzsde- 
eſtate of Biſhops (which is one of the eftates of Parlia- claration. 
ment) ſhould be maintained and authorized: .But about 
foure or five yeeres after, about the yecre 83. the ge- 
nerall Aſſembly tooke upon them, contrary to thetr 
own ſubſcriptions, to diſcharge the eſtate of Biſhops, 
and todeclare the ſame to be unlawtull ; commanding 
all the Biſhops in the kingdome to dimir their pl-ces 
and Juriſdictions, under paine of Excommunication: 
andin [like manner. commanding the King and his 


Courfel! under the like payne, not to chooſe a 


thers in their place. But when that wiſe King fay 
thcir proccecings, and how they took more upon 
them then cver the Biſhops had done 3 and under the 
pretence ot thc ir new difcipline,rrod upen his $ cepter, 
[abouring rocſtabliſh an Eccleſtaſticall tyranny of in- 
finite Juriſaition + and perceiving withall, that they 
new erected goverament was the mother of all fa&i. 
on, confuſion, and rebellion ; And that jt tended tg 
Anabaptiſme and popularity ; and to the overthrow 
ot his State, Crowne and kingdome : 1584, he called 
a Parliament, and by the conſent of all his States hee 
overthrew their Presbyrries, and reſtored againe the 
Biſhopsto their places. Burt indeed at that time the 
Sonnes of Zertiah were too ſtrong for him that hee 
could never inveſt the Biſhops with their full power 
and authority, untill that happy time that his Majeſty 
came unto the Crowne of Englard : And then nor 
long after by a free General afſembly held at Glaſgow, 
he did not ere, but ratify and confirme the eſtare of 
Biſhops, The as of which Aſſembly were immed» 
ately after confirmed by A& of Parliament, So rhat 
Epiſcopacy is no Innovation, as is pretendcd inrhis 
lait Oath. 

Andasfor the 5, Atsof Perth Afſembly,they were 
never intended to- be abjurcd in the Negative cot 
teſſion:forthereis no mention of any of them ; ncither 
canthey be comprehenced under popith rites. Kneel- 
ing atthe Communion, is no popith rite, for I have 
upon another occaſion proved ito be the geſture uſed 
inthe Primitive Churchat the receiving of theVBacra. 
ment ; And thatthe firſt th:t cyer did fit after their 

on was the Pope, to expreſle his ſtate ; 20 that 
we may juſtly charge them;that the geſture which 


they 
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they ule, is abjured in that confeſon, =_ the 
reſt of popiſh rits. The Five Holy-dayescſtabliſhed 
by the Aſſembly of Perth, are not Popiſh rites ; but 
{uch as were obſerved in the Church, fince the 
dayes of the Apoſtles, as may appeare by that bit- 
tcr contention, between the Eafterne and Weſterne 
Churches, about the obſervation of Eaſter. And 
as for the other three Articles, for private Baptiſme 
the Communion of the ſick, and Confirmation of 
Children; There is no man in his right wits who will 
not _— that they were in uſe many hun- 
fred yecres before Popery was hatched ; and are in 
themſclves things not onely lawfull and expedient, 
but in ſome caſes neceſſary, 

But yet they will ſay,that theſe things are abjured 
in generall termes, when they ſweare to continue in 
the obedience of the deArine and Aiſcipline of that Kirk. 
For anſwer wherunto, I ſhall defire you to conftder 
Firſt, that they ſay not they will continue in the 
preſent diſcipline of this Kirt; ( as theſe new men doc 
interpret it) but indefinitely,that they will continuc 
in the diſcipline of this Kirk. Secondly,albeit they had 
faid ſo;yct by the diſcipline we muſt underſtand thar 
diſcipline, which was eſtabliſhed by authority and 
Law ; And not that which was violently brought in 
by ſome faQtious Miniſters and their adherents. 
Now I have ſhewed that Epiſcopall gorrameme 
was ratified and confirmed by divers Ads of Par- 
liament , bur never diſfolyed by any : and that their 
Presbyteriall government was put down by aQof 
Parliament ; but never eſtabliſhed by any. Thirdly, 
ſay that by diſcipline, we ſhould yecld to under- 


ſtand, that diſcipline which then was uſed, though 
| D | brought 


_ Chilrchinall places, ſo neither for one and the ſame: 
Churchar allrimes. 3 Suck. 
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-oughr in by private autiority : 1ct certainly je 
--c neverthelr intenr tO | WEare to maintune thar 
{cipline in all particulars without alceration or ad- 
on : for {uch an oath nad beea i1mply unlay full; 
- cauſe thar thereby they thould have made a per= 
1411 Law concerning Cercmonics and rires, which 
-hemſclves and muit be chan_eable according 
the Exig: ncy of the times. And i0 if thar inter- 
-tation which 1s Now gLven of the words , VCere 
e 1t Would fOLlOW 3 
'Fhat their negative Confeſſion were ditreMy 
ntrary unro heir polttive Confefl1 On, which 'S the 
lv true Nationll confeifion of the Church of 
-otland : For in that confeſſion, in the 20" Article; 
uching macters of Policy and order, they ſay: 
ot that we thivk that one policy and one order” in Cere. 
onies can hy a'y 1int?d for all es, times and plates * For 
Ty Ceremonici H as men maue deviſed te but remporall, 
0 may and 1eght they to be changed, mhen they rather ſuf- 
fry Snperſtiti n. then that they edifie the Charch uſing the 
1me?, So that by theſe mens [nterpretation, here 1s: 
onfefſion againſt Confeſſton: The poſitive Con- 
tcihon declares matters of Policy and order to be al>- | 
:erable, and {uch 28'npon occation borty may and. 
ought to be changed* Burtheſe men do ſo interpret 
the negative Contethon and Covenant, as it they 
were bound by an oath, ro preſerve the ſame Orders 
that were ofed inthe yeer $1. inviolably forever. 

2 Such an Interpretation is againſt all rizht rea- 
fon; Forthe condition ofthe Church beins chanze- 
rap "Pg | | , , 
able, the ſame Orders cannot be convenient for her 
at al times : As the fame policy is nor. fir for the 
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3 Such an Interpretation ſhall condemne the 
xractice of the ancient Chuch,which did upon oc- 
cafion often change her rites, as namely dipping in 
Baptiime, wich the changed from once intothrice, 
and again from thrice into once. | 
4 Ir is contrary to the Judgement of all Divincs. 
Mr. Catlin te)]s us that In extery is a. fcipline and C e- 
remonicts Chriſt would not particularly preſcribe nhat re 
ſho t: fulorw, 9d ijtud rendere a temporum 141 icta- 
ce protviderert. And again he ſaith. That ſometimes it 
profiteth and is expedient that there be adifterence 
in thefe things, leſt men ſhould think that Religion 
were tyed unto outward Ceremonies. And indeed, 
to make the Ritcs of rhe Church unchangeable,u ere 
to confound matters of Dodrine, and matters of 
Diſcipline, matters of Faith,and matters of Order, 
The rule therefore-of Tertwllian is infallible ;, Regus 
fiaet immobilts, irrefragabilts, Cetera diſcipline admit- 
turt rovitatem corretiions, 

5 If they had ſworne(as theſe men would have it) 
to maintaine their diſcipline which they then u- 
ſed without alteration or addition, like the Laws of 
the Medes and Perfians; Then had they aſcribed unto 
themſelves an abſolute perfetion, more then ever 
did the Phariſees in Chriſts dayes,or the kl after, 
or the Popes of late, fince they eſtabliſhed their own: 
infallibility. Surely the contrivers of the firſt Con- 
tefſion,, d I manifeſt a great deal of more modeſty in 
their Preface. Proteſting; that if any men Jhail note in 
this our Confeſſion, any Article or Sentence repugnant te. 
Gods holy word , and do admoniſh of the ſame anW7100%; 
re by Gods grace do promiſe unto him ſatisfaFionfrom the 


mouth of God . that 1s . from his holy Scriptures , 0r elſe 
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refar mation of that which he jb all prove t0 be en'fje, And 
arc theſe mzn becom? wiſerthen their Fathers, to 
think that nothing w** they did,co1ld be amended 2 
45 Thar could not be che meaning of the firſt 
Oath to maintain their diſcipline 1n all points with- 
ouralteration : For they themſelves during the days 
of the Presbytery did change maty things,and that 
45 [ beleeve without violation of their Oath, Some- 
times their Lay-elders had voyce in the Presbyte- 
ry, af.erwards the Miniſters percelving the inconve- 
nience, reſtrainzd them to their Pariſh-ſeſſions : 
Sometimes it was made altogether unlawfull to bu- 
ry in Churches ; afterwards they did permit it. And 
it 1 had the inſpe&ion of the Book of the Ads of 
the gcnerall Afſenbly which I have not ſcen theſe 
four and twenty ycers; [ would make it appear that 
every Aſſembly, did cither alter or adde ſomething 
inmarters of diſcipline. Finally, How could they 
Swear to maintain that ditcipline in all points, when 
thereare many things in their new found diſcipline, 
whereof they were not agreed, nor are to this day ? 
as namely, Whether Paſtors and DoRors be one ot- 
fice, or diſtin ; And if diſtin, Whether DoRors 
nave any voyce in government : What is the Office 
of Deacons, and whether they may give a voyce in 
the confiſtory with the reſt : Whether their ruling 
,Eldermen be Ecclefiatticall perſons or Lay-men: . 
Whether their Office ſhould be only annuall, or dur 
ring life : Whether thoſe Elders ſhould have a voice 
in the eleion,Ordination,deprivation of miniſters; 
and inweilding of the keyes for Excommunication 
and Abſolution. 
_ Byall which it is more then manifeſt , that the 
; mearung 


(27) 
meaning of theſe words inthe former Oath, [we wilt 
continue in the obedience of the diſcipline of this Kirk] ig 
not that they would obſerve the ſame diſciplinethen 
uſcd inall particulars, without alteration or additi- 
on: for ſo their Oath muſt be contrary totheir Con- 
teſſion of taith, contrary to right reaſon, to the pra- 
iſe of the Primitive Church, to the opinion of all 
Divines, yea, contrary to their owne praQiice, and 
indeed ſuch an Oatly, as were both unlawfull and 
impoſſible to be obſerved. And unleſle thar Inter- 
pretation be allowed them,that Oath makes nothing 
either againſt Epiſcopacy, or the five Articles of 
Perth, we muſt theretore finde out ſome other nica- 
ning of theſe words of the Covenagt. Itisa rule in 
the civill Law ; Semper in dubijs benigniora ſunt prefe- 
rende , And again, Non ſunt rejiciende leges que in- 
rcrpretatione alique peſſunt corntenire, If any thing, 
Fact, writing or Law may in reaſonable conttruction 
admit two interpretations, the beſt and mildeſt is c- 
ver to be reccived, But the words in the former 
Oath may admit a good interpretation, namely they 
did ſweare to continue inthe diſcipline of that Kirk, 
in regard of all ſubſtanrials, wiz. for adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments, and wcilding of the Keyes for 
binding and loofing of ſinners , and that for the par- 
ticular determination, of perſon, time, place, and 
outward forme of adminiſtration; They would ob- 
ſerve the diſcipline of that Kirk , which ſhould be 
from time totime lawfu'ly eſtabliſhed. And there- 
fore it is (as I obſerved before) that they did not ſay 
Thepreſent diſcipline of this Kirk. — this Inter. 
pretation which is the only reaſonable enſc of theſe 


words that can be given; they are all bound 'by their 
By nationall 
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(28) 
nationall Oath , ( astheyterme it) to ſubmir them? 
(«lvesto Epiſcopall government , and the Articles 
of Perth, which were lawfully eſtabliſhed, and are 
now 2 part of the Diſcipline of char Church. 

Thus have | ſhewed that this late Oath is ſubſtan- 
tially different trom the former : in that now they 
doe not Gyeare with the King, bur againſt him; It 
containes a bond of mutuall detcnce of one another; 
[t inables Subjects ro take Armes without lawfull 
Authority, and containes ſuch an interpretation of 
the Old covenant,as is manifeſtly falſe. In all which 
reſpeRs, the Oath is unlawfull : But yet to convince 
them further of perjury | will ſhew unto you, that 
they have not obſerved any of theſe conditions 
which God himſelfe requireth in an Oath. Inthe 
fourth of /ercmy and ſecond verſe : Thou ſhatt ſwear 
the Lord lin eh, in truecth, in indoement , and invichte- 
ouſneſſe. In trueth, and therefore not falſly; In judge- 
ment, and theretore not rathly : In righteoutneſle, 
and theretore not lewdly nor to a bad end. We muft 
{weare in tructh and not falſly; for the Lord him- 
(clte faith, Tee fhall not (meare by myname falſly, Levit, 
19.12. The oncly,trvue matter of an Oath is trueth, 
but all the grounds of this laſt Oath, are notoriouſly 
tale, as namely that the Negative Confeſhon,is the 
Nationall contefion of the church of Scotland: And 
I have ſhewed that to be otherwiſe. Thar this Oath 
is the very lame that King /amcs and his Family did 
[lweare: And1T have _ that nor to be ſo. That 
Epiſcopacie and the hive Articles of Perth are inno- 
vations abjured in the former Oath : and I have ma- 
nifeſted-that to be evidently falſe. Finally, That 
whatthey doc IS tO avert, The dang er of the truce nefor- 
med 


(29) 
med religion, of the Kings henor., and of the publick peace 
of the Kingdome, When as indeed they could nor have 
taken a courſe more to indanger the true Religion, 
wound the Kings honour, and diſturbe the publick 
eace. So that in this late Oath there is no tructh, 
Againe, We muſt ſwearc in j»dgemerr, that is, out of 
a ccrtain knowledge of the thing which we {weare. 
We finde in the fitth of Leviticus, that when aman 
did {weare that which was hid from him; It was a fin 
for which a Treſpaſle-offering was to be offered. 
And now they have {worn unto many things which 
arc hid from'them, and whereof they could baye no 
certaitte knowledge; for-they could notknow that 
the Negative Conteſſion'iis the: National Confeſſion 
ot that Church ; nor that this Oath is the ſame with 
that which the King did ſweare; nor that Epiſcopacy 
and the five Articles of Perihs A(ſcrmbly were abjured 
in the former Oath For I have evidently proved 
all theſe to be falſe. 'Beſides, inthe Catalogue of 
_ errors renounced, there are many things wich come 
_ mon people cannot underſtand, as namely, Lwould 
gladly know, how many amongſt that multirude 
who have {worn this late Covenant,coe kngy what 
is Opus operatum, abjured in the Oath. It is wiſely 
provided in the civill Law, that none thould be ad- 
mitted to {weare, who are not of ſome realoaable 
underſtandi :g,and therfore no Idiots, nor mid men, 
nor children are admitted/to_ be witnefſes : Burt in 
this laſt Oath they have ſworn many thouſuuds who 
have not ſo much knowledge of an Oath, oftRcligi- 
on, or of the confeſſion of Faith; as a child of ſeven 
yccreold. And therefore they doe not {weare in 


tudicie, Laſtly, as we mult-fwearc in tructh, 20d in 
| | Juagc- 
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(30) 
judgement, ſo alſo in righreouſneſſe : As the matterof 
our Oath muſt be true, and our knowledge of ir cet 
taine: So we mult ſweare unto a good and lawfull 
end: For to make the name of God a bond to dee 
evill, is a finne out of meaſure {1nfull. Butrhe end of 
this laſt Oath is moſt unlawſull , cven ro arme Sub. 
jeas againſt their Prince, and pull downe Orders 
eſtabliſhed by Lawes,wherby they make that which 
ſhould be Sacramentum pietatis, to be Vinculumini. 
quitatis, Theſe Oaths vve call Juraments latronum, 
ſuch as theeves and robbers take to be true oneto 


(as Solomen tells 1:5) but doe even alſo by Oath bind 
themſelves to doe miſchiefe. Tobiah the greateſt hin- 
derer of the Temple, had many in Judah his ſworne 
men, Further, as they have not {worne neither in 
trueth,in judgemc nt,nor in right: ouſneſſe : So there 
are many who have ſworne this Oath , who before 
did receive the Oath of the Kings Supremacic, and 
of Canonicall obedience,and conformity to the At- 
ticles of Perth; So that here is Oath againſt Oath. 
Bclike theſe ren doe challenge a Papal! powerts 
diſpence with Oates. All theſe things being conli- 
dered, Ihave diſcovered as ruch perjuric in theit 
Oath, as can be committed in a promiſſorte Oath. 
And then wee. know that the rule in Divinity 
is, P enitenda promiſyio, non perficienda preſumprio. 
lurely fnce this is a ſwearing age with them, the 
may doe well to ſweare once more, that they wi 
never ſweare ſo againe. When David had madea 
raſh Oath to deſtroy Naba!, in cold b'ood he did 
chooſe rather to breake his Oath then to keepcit: 
And Ithink there is no Divine who will not ſay,that 
Her 


(17) 

Herdd had better broken his raſh oath, then cut of 
Jobs Baptiſts head. And yet I muſt tell you, iris not 
altogether ſo haynousa crime to take a head from a 
Prophet, as to pull a Crowne from a Kings head. 

nd now have l taken from them all pretence of 
Religion, (which is not fitto make a cloake for ſuch 
knavery) by ſhewing that the Negative confeflion, 
is not the Nationall Confeffion of the Church of 
Scotland; andthat this Qathis notthe ſame which 
was {worne 41n.8 1. but an Oath in many reſpeds al- 
together unlawfull : And finally,that Epiſcopall go- 
verament, and the Articles of Perthare nor abjured 
ia the Negative Confeflion; I will now gueſſe what 
are the true cauſes that ſet them on work , notuſling 
light conjeRures, bur building upon more then pro- 
bable 8 rounds. ; - | 

I. That which ſets the Clergie' on work is. Selfe- De civir. 

lave, which (as S. Avftin ſayes) did build: the Citic _—_ 


of thedevill. Iris pride, fingulariry,ambition, and 
the defire of popular applauſe. They cannot endure 
to be ſubje@roa — cſteeming themlelves men 

r 


of greater gifts and perfeions, then thoſe who are 
appointed to be their Biſhops, and ſo They periſh in 
the gaine-ſaying of Core,” You know that Core's linne 
was diſobedience : he would not be ſubje& unta 
Aaron appointed his —_— by God; nor to Mfs- 
ſes either who fwayedthe Scepter : So they by their 
good will, will not be ſubje&cither to Biſhop or 
King. This pride hath beene the occaſion of many 
herefies inthe Church,as will evidently appeare un- 
to thoſe who read the Hiſtories of 4715 covering 
the Biſhoprick of 4/exandris - of Donatus labouring 


tO have beene Biſhop of Carthage : of Novarus defi- 
E ring 


Jo 
ring a Biſhoprick in taly * and of Aerins contending 
with Euſtathiu: for a Biſhoprick1n Pontus. Thete men 
affeting theſe honorable places, and receiving their 
ſeverall foyles, when through ambition they could 
not get the places they ſought for'in the Church, 
they Iabourcd to gaine honour another way in their 
ſeverall Synagogues. Sol could tell you ofa man, 
who is now a ring-lcader of the faction in&Z4enburgh, 
and hath publickly preached the King to bea Pa- 
piſt, and when his Majeſtic defircd them to renounce 
their Covenant , promiſing them all reaſonable ſa- 
tisfation in other things : he in a Sermon compared 
his Majeſtic unto an Italian who promiſed mercy to 
his vanquiſhed cnemic , upon a condition that he 
would renounce Chriſt, which when the Caitiff had 
done, preſently ſtabb'd him to the heart, ſaying, I 
hope now I have killed you both foulc and body. 


Rallocke. Yet this mani within theſe two yeeres was an earneſt 


ſurer for the Biſhoprick of .&rgy/e, and-was recom- 
mended for it by many of the Biſhops of that King- 
dome ; but mifling thereof, the ſame humor which 
poſiciſed Arivs, Donatus, and the reft,doth now alſo 
work in him. F111 0 

2 That which ſets the Lay-men on work, is cove- 
touſneſſe: amongſt whom not a tew would gladly 
prey upon the Biſhopricks, as their Fathers did upon 
the Abbeycs. This was obſerved by M.Cartwright, 
and the Author of the Ecclefiaſticall. diſcipline of 
their Lay-followers in England ; And,(I muſt needs 
think thatthey of Scotland, as they are of the ſame 
religion, ſo they are of the ſame mind) Whileſt they 
heare us ſpeak againſt Biſhops and Cathedrall Chur- 
Ches , (faith the Author of the Ecclefiatticall diſci- 


pline) 


(33) 
pline ) it tickleth their cares, -looking for the like 
prey they had before of Monaſterics: Yea,they have 
in their hearts devourcd already the Churches inhe- 
ritance. They care not for Religion,ſo they may get 
the ſpoile. They could be contenr to crucitie Chriſt, 
ſorhcy might have his garments. Our age is full of 
ſpoiling Souldiers, and'of wicked Dyonijans,, who 
will rob Chriſt of his golden coar, as neither fir tqg 
him in Winter nor Summer. They are Cormorants, 
and1cck to fill the bottomleſle ſacks of their greedy 
appetites. They doe yawne after a prey, and would 
thereby to their perpetuall ſhame; purchaſe to them- 
{clves a field of blood. 
. 3 I may more then probably conjeQure that they 
have another ayme,cven ſuchas was/eroboams ayme? 
When he had drawne away the ten Tribes from the 
houſe of David, he ſaid in his heart. If the people goe 
up to leruſalem to worſhip, their heart will returne 
againe unto their Lord Kehobeam ; : And therefore he 
created two: golden Calves,, and faid unto the 
coplce, Ir is too farre-for youto go up to Icruſa- 
em : Theſe are the gods that brought youup our of 
the land of Egypr. So thoſe men intending ro draw 
away the Kings SubjeRs from their Obedience, and 
perceiving that if they thould joyne with his Ma- 
jeſties good SubjeRs, in the true and orderly wor- 
ſhip of God, that their heart would returne againe 
unto their Lord the King : ' They have deviſed an 
Idol of their owne brain, like /or0b8ams Calves,cven 
their Presbyteriall diſcipline, and cry that up as the 
only truc worſhip of God. | 
And yer 1 hold not themall tobe alikeguilty z but 
that many of them,” yeathe *5% ercateſt part , have 
2 got 
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not as yet learned the derpnreſſe of Sathin. We: mizy dis 


{tinguiſh them into. three degrees.: The firſt forr, are 
they who have contrived the plot, are the ring-leaders 
ofthe faRion, the ſeducers of others, and ſd dogma- 
tizing herctiques. For thelc I can make no excuſe; but 
leave them as wilde Aﬀles to be ſpoken within the 
moneth of their affliction. The ſecond ſort, and the 
fargreateſt number, are thoſe who have been ſeduced 
by them, like thoſe Two Hundered who followed 46- 
olop ont of Jeruſalem knowing nothing of his Treaſon, 
ſhey have been drawne- to dance after their pipe , 

though they underſtood not. the Spring ; and have 
been carried head-long withit, before they knew well 
what rhey did : And all under Godly pretences. For 
they were made to belceverthat the very ſtate of Re+ 
ligion, Church, and Kingdome ; did depend upon this 
New Covenant, andthat all men were bound in con- 
ſcience, to defend the Nationall confeffion of faith, 
and rhe Oath ſworne by their forefathers. | Beſides it is 
aplauſitble matter with the people to heare: them de- 
praved, thatare in authority ; but eſpecially to under- 
ſtand of any liberty or power, which may appertaine 

untorhemſelyes. Furthermore alfo ir is not ns 

to afty of Judgement, how much the profesſioniof ex. 

traordinary zeale, and as it were contempt of the 

world ; doth worke wvh the muſtirude, When they 

ſee men goe fimply inthe ſtreets, and bow down their 

heads like a bull-ruſh, though their inward parts burne 

erwith deceit, wringing their necks awry 4 

ſhaking theirheads, as though they were in ſome pre- 

ſent gnefe:lifting up the white of their eyes ſometimes, 

ar the ſight of ſome vanity, as they walke, when they 

keare them give great groanes : Cry out againſt this 


> {inne 
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ſinne and thatfinne, (not in them their hearers,. but in 
their Supcriors) and finally, make long prayers, (uador 


colour whereof they deyoure not onely the houles of 


Widdowes but of married folkes too) When, I fay 
the multitude do heaxcand ſee ſuch kind of men ;, They 
arc by and by carried.away with a marvellous great 
conceit and opinion of them, and with ſuch ſhewes 
have theſe Phariſfaicall teachers drawne the mulritude 
after them, who have not their ſences exerciſed to dif. 
cerne between good and eyill : but jydge onely by the 
outward appearance. If they (hoald judge them by 
their fruits; chey ſhould find them to be very farre fram 
the true Reiigion. S. James hath given y3 a moſt full 
deſcription ofthe true religio1,. The wiſdome that 
from above, ts firſt pure then peaceable , Genile, and eaſir 
tobe intreated, full of mercy, and good frupts , without 
judging, and without hypocriſie. Whereas Solomon de- 
ſcribes wiſedome ta have built her a houſe wich ſeven 
pillars ; Sothe Apoſtle deſcribes this heavenly wile- 
dome, (which isthe true Religion) by ſeaven proper» 
ties,neither of which will agree with their religion.It is 
not Pure ; Fortherfore isthe true religion calle.] pure 
becauſe italloweth of no:hing which is not in it ſelfe 
juſt, lawfull, andhoneſt. And hereby La:7antime pro- 
veth againſt the Gentiles, the verity of the Chriſtian 
religion. But their Religionalloweth of many thiogs, 
which in themſelves are neither Juſt, Iawfull, nor ho- 
neſt, as namely, Yſury, Sacriledge, diſobedience to 
lawfnll authority, and rebellion againſt Princes. A- 
gaine, #s not peaceable ; fortheſe men are the tncendi- 
aries of Chriſtendome, as1f they had cometo ſer fire 
upon the Earth. Net gentle, For they are more aulterc 


in their carriage, then ever was Cato. Not Eaſze 0 bee 
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intreated; for they will neither be perſwaded by their 
friends, nor commandcd by their ſuperiors, -to doe 
any thing, but whar they will, ſquaring themſelves by 
thar old rule of the Do-4ti//s, 2u04 volumes ſauthym 
eff. Not "ah of mercy an4 good fruits : For they are all 
| for ſacrifice, nothing tor mercy ; All fortheduties of 
the firſt Table, negicRing the duries of the ſecond : 
Their faith hath drowned their charity : For we have 
kno-vne them pull downe many Churches, and yet 
build but a few Hoſpitalls. Not without Judging: For 
of all men living they are known to be the moſt ri- 
gid cenſurers of others. And conſequently they are 
not without Hypocriſte : For that is the true note of 
an hypocrite, when one, (as our Saviour ſaith ) can 
ſpy the mote thatis in his brothers cyc,and not diſ- 
cerne the beame that is in his own. And yet with 
their pre:ence of picty they have deceived a number 
of {imple people. Butthere is yet a third fort, who 
have ſubſcribed the Covenant againſt their conſci- 
ence, onely for fear of a Maſſacre, which they 
had juſt cauſe to ſulpe&, when a Caralogue 
was taken up of the names , what in every 
Pariſh , of thoſe who refuled to ſubſcribe. 
And now, I pray you, what is become of tiieir plea 
of Chriſtin liberty : For when we did prefſe them 
to conforme themſelves uaro the Orders of our 
Church, they alleaged thatir was contrary to Chri- 

ſtian liberty to inforfe mento the doing of any thin 

againſt their conſcience, and that a man ſhoul 
be fully reſolved in his owne mind of the lawtul- 
nefſe of that which hee doth. And yet we did urge 
men onely under payne of ſuſpenſion and Excom- 
murcation ; and that after much patience and for- 
bearancc 


G7) | 

bearance; uſing withall al fair meancs to perſwade 

- them. Butthey compell men to ſubſcribe withtheat 
epainſt their Conſcience, by Pike and Piſtoll,threat- 
ning no eſſe unto the refulers then lefle of life, 
goods, and lands. By this ye may jndge of the ſin- 
cerity of their ationsjahd what they would docin 
other places, if they ſhould once gaine the power 
into their own hen. | 

All this paines have I taken, to deteR theſe men 

and their proceedings, to the end that I might draw 
you off from their fation: For who would be in love 
with that Religion, whoſe bond 15 Perjury , whoſe 
badge is Rebellion? Therefore, come out from a- 
mongſt them, and ſeparate your ſelves ; Be. not par- 
taker with them in their ſins, leſt you receive alſo of 
their plagues. Manifeſt your diſlike of them & their 
proceedings, by conforming your ſelves abſolutely 
unto the Orders of this Church in all. things, aud 
think not to halt any longer between Goaand Baal;” 
Neither be afraid of their power; for howſo- 
ever they proſper for a time : It is but a Sum- 
mer ſtorme , Aubecula eft & cito pertranſibie * 
You may aſſure your ſclves that in end they will not 
prevaile: For that God by whom Kings rcighe wilþ: Samar 
give firength unto his King, and exalt the horne of his 
anognted : He will ſcatter the people that delight in 
Warre, even make the heartsot the Canaanites to 

' melr, and their joynts to tremble : Bue will ſatisfie the pry,gr.rs, 
King with long life, and ſbew him his ſalration, 
' And now 1 have wearied both you and my f{clf 
with a long Spcech. I know there are many here 
who thinke I have {poke too much ; But | could not 


have ſaid lefle, and manifeſt my fidelity ro God _ 
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